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‘School backpacks for children’ project

GENERAL SITUATION AND PROBLEMS:

- 7.1 million children - every child is traumatised by the war (due to the constant military threat, rocket
attacks, displacement, deportation);

- about 2 million children remain abroad because of the war;

- 2.5 million children have become internally displaced;

- most children are separated from their parents, as many of them serve in the Armed Forces of Ukraine;
- Approximately 10,153 children in Ukraine have lost one or both parents due to the war, with 1,610
children losing both parents and having no relatives to care for them;

- 1.6 million children are living in extremely disadvantaged conditions (due to displacement, loss of, or
destruction of housing, lack of access to food, water, hygiene, clothing, healthcare and education);

- Due to the hostilities and displacement, the risk of domestic violence, extra-marital sexual violence and

exploitation, and human trafficking has increased.

Even during the martial law and the difficult times in the country, most families do their best to make it
possible for their children to go to school. In frontline areas, education is only possible in an online format.
Children are not able to join the lessons every time, but only when they have electricity and connection.
Not all families have digital gadgets to enable their children to fully participate in school.

Many families in Ukraine have experienced a significant deterioration in their financial situation (due to
job loss, loss of the head of the family, loss of housing, forced displacement to other regions, etc.). This

affects the ability of families to buy necessary things for their children, including school supplies.



PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND RESULTS:

Thanks to the support of partners, 1800 children were provided with high-quality school backpacks with
filling. Each set included school supplies, art supplies, a flashlight + batteries for it, a power bank, and a
lunchbox.

School backpacks were distributed through the network of Save Ukraine Education and Empowerment Centres.
This important assistance was provided to children who really need it. The assistance was provided to the
following categories: orphans, children who have lost one of their parents, children from IDP families,
children from single-parent families, children from families in difficult financial situations, children from
large families, and children of military personnel.

The aid was distributed in more than 20 communities. The regions were covered: Kyiv region, Ivano-
Frankivsk region, Lviv region, Khmelnytsky region, Zhytomyr region, Odesa region, Kherson region,
Dnipropetrovs'k region, Kharkiv region, Mykolaiv region, Zaporizhzhia region, Vinnytsia region.

This support was very timely, as the school backpacks were distributed before the start of the school year.

SOME STORIES OF PROVIDING SCHOOL BACKPACKS TO CHILDREN:

Story 1 - Maksym

When Maksym Fafendyk was given the backpack, he could not contain his surprise and pleasure:
“Everything is so cool, and so MUCH!” His mother said it was an answer to her prayer. It was really what
her son needed.

Maksym is raised by his mother, his father left the family when Maksym was 1 year old.




Story 2 - Andriy

Andriy Lyatsevich, 9 years old. A child with special educational needs, raised in a single-parent family.
Before the full-scale invasion, he lived with his mother in Irpin (Kyiv region) in their own house.
Unfortunately, the house was destroyed. Now the family lives in a modular town. Financial resources are
limited. Therefore, a backpack with such a high-quality and necessary items is a significant support for the
family. The child is very happy!
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Story 3 - Oleh

Oleh Voitenko is 14 years old. A child with a disability, he is brought up in a large family. Before the full-
scale invasion, the family lived in Lyman, Donetsk region. They got into the occupation. They managed
to move to Sloviansk, but their new home was destroyed. Unfortunately, the moment the shell hit the
house, Oleh's father was in the house, and he was under the rubble. As a result, he received a group 2
disability and is unable to work. The family was evacuated by the Save Ukraine team. Now the family
lives in a modular house in Irpin (Kyiv region). The family also has a schoolboy - Dmitry Neznayev, 12
years old. Such help is invaluable. We are sincerely grateful to the benefactors!



Story 4 - Large family

This is a large family. Five children, four schoolchildren. Nowadays, it is very difficult to get children to
school, utility bills have gone up, and so have the prices of food and stationery. The income of families is
mostly the same as before, and in some families it has decreased due to the situation in the country. When
we gave the backpacks to two children, the joy was great. The parents managed to collect backpacks for
two children, and two more were in doubt. When we got the backpacks and gave them to the children, the
mother was pleasantly surprised and grateful to God for taking care of their family in time. They did not
know where to get the money and how to get the other two children to school. This help was timely and
very useful. We are grateful to the sponsors, you are doing a great job, giving joy not only to the children
but also to their parents. God bless you in the future, and may your hand never waver in doing good deeds.




Story 5 - Yaroslav

Yaroslav took the backpack and didn't want to let it out of his hands, he liked the power bank the most
because his phone started to die very quickly and there was often no power because of problems with
electricity. He held the gift so tightly and was very happy. It was just what he needed! My mom was so
grateful. At such moments you realize the importance and necessity of what you do for these children!
Thank you so much!

Maksym is raised by his mother alone. The family, fleeing the war, moved to Ivano-Frankivsk from
Luhansk region (IDPs).




Story 6 - Andriy

Andriy, a 15-year-old teenager, lives with his grandmother, who has become his only support after tragic
losses. Andriy's mother died three years ago, and he lost his father even earlier. His grandmother is raising
him on her own, living on her small pension and the small allowance for Andriy. The situation became
even more difficult with the outbreak of full-scale war, which deprived the family of any stability. Thanks
to your help, we were able to give Andriy a school backpack, which has become a real support for them.
Andriy was sincerely happy to receive it, because the family could not afford to buy the necessary school
supplies. He was especially impressed that in addition to notebooks and pens, he found a power bank and
a flashlight in the backpack - things that are of great value to them nowadays in the context of unstable
energy supply. This gift will help Andriy feel more confident and ready for school, despite all the
difficulties their family is facing.
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Story 7 - Yaroslava and Oleksandra

Yaroslava and Oleksandra currently live in Kharkiv, but before the de-occupation of the Kharkiv region
they lived in Izyum. They went through all the hell of the occupation, lived in the basement, and of course
no one even thought about school, they only thought about how to save their lives... When they arrived in
Kharkiv, there was a period of adaptation, and only later did they join online lessons. This year, they
wanted to go to school offline, but in Kharkiv it is not possible... They did not even dream of briefcases
and stationery, and did not even prepare for school because of the family's difficult financial situation. The
schoolbags were a real surprise for Sasha and Yasi, they said “thank you” many times and left
overwhelmed with emotions.




Some photos from different regions:
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